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JH: This is Wednesday, March 6th • This is John Hennen with the Vietnam Era veterans 
Oral Fistory of Appalachia project. I'm at 315E Old Main with Randy Miller, who's a Navy 
veteran. We're going to get started. I just want to ask you a few general questions at the 
beginning, such as where you were born and raised and family background, that type of 
thing. 
RM: I was born here in Huntington, West Virginia, October 6, 1946. I went to school here, 
junior high and high, East High. (JH: Graduated?) In '65. 
JH: What about brothers and sisters? 
RM: Oh, one sister, younger. 
JH: Did you all grow up in that one neighborhood, or ... ? 
RM: Well, kind of just around town. We moved earlier, before they built [inaudible] .... house. 
[inaudible] 
JH: Well, it's up to you. Was your dad in the service? 
RM: No, I think he was 4F during the 2nd World War for some reason or the other. He worked 
in the coal mines when he was young. I think maybe his lungs were bad. 
JH: Now, you graduated in 1965. What was, what plans did you have upon graduation? 
RM: None, none really. I didn't know what I was going to do really. I was, I'm kind of .. . l'm not 
exactly backward. My mother, in a sense, just kind of kept me cloistered in the house even 
when I was growing up and I just, I was totally unprepared for the world in a lot of ways. And 
you know, that's the thing about memories .. .. they tend to be very foggy about the whole thing. 
I know, I know, well, of course, when I had to apply for the draft there, at eighteen, I know the 
war was going on already. But I can't really remember back then at that point in '65, around in 
there, how much television coverage there was. But I know that much later on it was 
humongous now. And I was really conscious of it then. But you know, right when I first 
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registered for the draft, I can't remember how much I really knew about the war. I knew there 
was a war, and of course, when there's a war, people are getting killed. And so I, I don't 
remember how much I really knew about what was going on. 
JH: I think at that time, it was still kind of vague to most people. They hadn't really started a 
big buildup at that point yet or anything. 
RM: It was right after Eisenhower was hanging it up, Johnson takes over. Because Kennedy 
died in '62, I think. Sixty-three .... 
JH: Yes, it started to take off after that. So what did you do right after high school? 
RM: Well, I got a job at a Burger Boy [inaudible]. ... sort of like a McDonald's or something. 
JH: The one down at Route 60? 
RM: Yes, it was convenient. 
JH: I remember that place, it had the big, like satellite. 
RM: I can't remember. And then I felt like I was going to get drafted and I didn't know if it was 
any time soon, so I joined the Navy. I did have the impression that if I didn't, if I got drafted, I 
was probably going to be in the Army, probably get sent over there. So, I figured I'd join the 
Navy before they did. Thought I'd travel and see the world. And so I joined up. [inaudible] 
And ... 
JH: What did you mom feel about that? 
RM: Oh, you know, it's hard .. . you know, I guess happy in some ways and I guess, you know 
how mothers are. [inaudible]. ... especially mine. Super protective there. I'm glad I got away 
from them finally. It's like being in a prison in a way. 
JH: Do you remember if many people from your class were doing the same thing? 
RM: I don't know. That's the thing about my, like I say, my early growing up there was, my 
mother really just kept me, you know, either psychology or otherwise, kind of from associating 
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a lot wl1en I grew up, with people in high school. I really didn't know that many people from my 
high school that much. [inaudible] ... ... so I don't know what people were doing. I know one 
friend, though, after I joined church, was a Marine. He went in as a Marine. And uh, I think 
[inaudible]. .. .... ... . 
JH: [inaudible] Okay, so .... 
RM: I went in, April '66 was when I went in. And went to the Great Lakes to the training camp 
there, and asked for a ship and I got one. I got experimental miscellaneous. That's a special 
designation. EAG. Like on a destroyer? Experimental miscellaneous. If I 
[inaudible]. .. missiles for test purposes, [inaudible] ... it was, had its own little private dock at 
Cape Kennedy, along with a submarines communication dock beside us. We went out looking 
for [inaudible]. .. .. and stuff. And across the other side of the harbor where ships were owned 
by NASA [inaudible]. .. .where we came in. 
JH: This was like top secret stuff? 
RM: Oh, in between. I guess there would probably be a gate there anyway probably. 
[inaudible] Plus the submarines were there. Because we had a lot of secret stuff on board, no 
doubt. 
JH: Any, any information ... [inaudible] 
RM: No, that's, like I say, after I joined the service, somehow or the other, I just stopped 
watching t.v. We had a t.v. on the ship. I just stopped watching it. And I just didn't get into 
magazines or anything. I just kind of, you know, the whole, you know ... l just [inaudible] ... in a 
way. And uh, you know, we always talked about the wars a little bit. But more [inaudible] 
But now, even at that point, I was thinking we should really try to win or something, rather than 
just.. ... Even at an early age, playing the war, there seemed to be this feeling that we weren't 
trying to win the war or something. And [inaudible]. ... in some respect. I mean, this, this ... at 
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least from my consciousness, my personal consciousness, I wasn't going to even watch it on 
t.v. I guess I really missed the real build up and the real t.v. epic until ... until after '68. I didn't 
really start watching t. v. again until about, 'til about '70, after I got out of the service. I just had 
a stereo, or a radio. And I listened to the radio a lot. I can't really remember what I listened 
to on the radio. I got more conscious of it through other media. I mean, like the print more so 
than t.v. It wasn't until '68, two years after I was already in the service, I was in Hawaii, we 
were shipped over to Hawaii, and protested for a year. [inaudible] 
And I got a little more conscious of it in some respect. And it wasn't until I left Hawaii, first, 
' 
everyone [inaudible]. .. on the ship. And then I got stuck on deck being a boatswain's mate for 
awhile. And then fire control, and some with guns and missiles. And then they were going to 
send me to a, become an ET, to school. (JH: What's that?) Electronics technician. And so, 
somehow or other, I got right into being a [inaudible] .. .. Then I got sent to dental school 
while I was still in Hawaii in '68, over in San Diego, over in dental school. So the last two years 
I was a dental assistant. San Diego was, well, I really got conscious of the war. Of course, 
instead of California anyway, you know, at any time, especially during the war, it was sort of a 
hotbed of, I guess, consciousness about the war. I guess to some extent, though, it wasn't, 
still it wasn't this [inaudible] .... at least to me, it wasn't until '69, a year later. Because, I mean, 
the group, the Animals, I think, I saw them one time in concert. And they had a big audio 
visual deal of their song, I think that's the song [inaudible] .. . ! think it was [inaudible] ... or 
something. And that started driving home the thing about the war, was that song. But I guess 
that's really my first feeling that there's something wrong with the war, all the sentiment that's 
against it. 
JH: This was while you were still in San Diego? 
RM: Yes, in '68. And uh, just a, you know, they played that song [inaudible] 
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JH: I'd forgotten about that song. That's right, that was when that came out. 
RM: And plus seeing the group live in person, and during [inaudible] .. .. 
JH: What sort of response did that get from the crowd? 
RM: I think the crowd that was there was there more for the music than maybe a political 
statement. I don't know. I was there with other seNice people I knew. And people didn't really 
seem to treat me different than any other people. Of course, there was a lot of seNice people 
in San Diego. Lot of hippies there, too. I went to this place called the Hip Drum, a lot, had all 
these bands, psychidelic goings-on there. [inaudible] Well, from San Diego, I went to 
Anapolis, Maryland. I finished with the Naval Academy the last two years I was in the seNice. 
First I was a dental assistant. And uh, in Hawaii, well, I had been, religiously speaking, I 
had .... [inaudible] .. . joined in what? '63 or so, maybe '62. I can't remember when. But I was 
solely getting ... [inaudible] .... flow from being, you know, [inaudible] .... authoritarian kind of thing . 
And I guess I just generally drifted toward the authoritarian kind of [inaudible].. .. .. I just. .. l got 
tired of most of the religions, because most of them were doomsday in nature. You know, they 
were all spouting [inaudible]. .. they sti ll are. But you know, you just grow kind of [inaudible]. ... ! 
kind of got tired of that. Especially when you're in Hawaii. You don't want to hear about 
hellfire and brimstone. You want to go down and enjoy the beach or something like that. And 
that's why, you know, I think maybe it was just being in Hawaii, breaking away from that kind of 
mode of consciousness, I don't know. I really feel it did. And of course, [inaudible]..... And 
uh, and then, in San Diego, same kind of sunshine there and everything. And I already 
started reading philosophy books regularly then. And that's when I kind of got interested in 
philosophy, well, way back in '60 or so, that I started reading this back in '68 again, in San 
Diego. Actually, in Hawaii. [inaudible] ... .. San Diego. And [inaudible] logical that one thing is 
true, you know, and then .... this perfect kind of logic thinking. And when I was at San Diego, I 
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read this book by Walter Coffman, a critique of religion and philosophy and just got into it 
more. And coming up to Anapolis, I don't know how I found out about it. But I became a 
unitarian in '68 back in Anapolis. They had a real large group there, of least 250 every 
Sunday. And you know unitarians, they're free thinkers and you believe what you want to 
believe. And you just have a general kind of social consciousness, a kind of background, 
going on in your mind. It just kind of [inaudible]....... The thing that holds the whole group 
together, I guess, is the humanistic and humanitarian kind of consciousness they have. They 
were really diverse. We had officers from the Naval Academy, and uh, and your wild-eyed, 
long haired hippies. I mean, you know, all in the same group, getting along together fairly well. 
And so, it was an interesting group. 
JH: Well, were you drawn to them through your study of religion or did somebody introduce 
you to these .. ... 
RM: I can't remember right now for sure. I know I met one person at the library, and I know 
they were unitarian. And that may have been, [inaudible] ... at the time, so I don't know if 1 ... 1 
may have read about them when I was studying a book on religion once. But I'm not totally 
for sure. But once I did start going, I really liked it, and kept on going. And I'm still unitarian 
today. And occasionally I check out the other religions. I still remain unitarian. None that...! 
converted to [inaudible] .. .for awhile. I still am in a sense. [inaudible]. ..... but with a little more 
religion added. The new Rabbi doesn't buy that. I've come back to being full unitarian again. 
JH: Was this sense you came back to Huntington? 
RM: Yes. I, it was back oh, a few years ago. The unitarian sometimes get really boring to 
listen to, because they have the same stereotypical thing. We bring up week after week. 
[inaudible]. .... interesting discussion groups over here. While I was at the naval academy, I, 
you know, got a little more conscious of the war. Like I say, I still wasn't watching t. v. Shows 
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you what you can do without it. But one of the Marines, Marine officers or ones who are ... drill 
sergeants for the academy cadets, were working on [inaudible] .... and he was making a kind of 
big brag, he seemed to kind of enjoy about [inaudible) ... little old lady that was crossing the 
river for maybe a bath or something down the stream. He was on a bridge with his tank. And 
the way he explained it himself, he saw no reason to really believe she was an agent or 
anything, she wasn't harming tt,em. He thought, well, she's probably going to the countryside 
that had some V.C. in it, he just turned the tank around and blew her out of the water. That 
was like it kind of made you think twice about what was going on. And there was a friend, I 
mentioned earlier, that had joined the Marines. I had gotten a letter from him, and he had his 
leg blown up, he was hit by a land mine or something. And .... 
JH: It wasn't Mike Johnson? (RM: Yes, you know him?) Yeah, well, I knew Mike just barely. 
But I knew his brother, Steve, his younger brother, and I knew his cousin, David. And when 
you mentioned [inaudible] 
RM: Yes, he still is. He, there was some nurse that took care of him, I guess, during the, when 
he first got his leg blown up, in the hospital over there, and was out in the jungle in the 
hospital. I think he married her and they're living in Utah. There was some kind of story 
about .. .. 
JH: [inaudible] ... but I'm not real sure about that. 
RM: Well, there was some kind of deal about, one of the groups, I don't know if it was the Viet 
Cong or the North Vietnamese or what. They were raiding an area where the hospital was 
and he had to hide under a mattress or something when they came through, for a while, 
because they couldn't evacuate people fast enough or something. But [inaudible] ... barber I 
went to out around the base out there at the naval academy, they were Italian immigrants. 
And the son was talking about joined the Marines, too. And [inaudible] ... great idea, that he 
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spoke Italian, he could probably get a embassy job. And not more than, he was just....it was 
like days after he got over there, that he was, he was sent directly to Vietnam, by the way, 
instead of an embassy job or whatever. He was killed just days after he got over there. His 
father was extremely upset, because see, that was his only son. And it was the only reason 
[inaudible] .... 
JH: I wonder, was that some fantasy he had about being with the embassy or .... 
RM: I don't know if they sold him that kind of bill of goods or what. I don't know if it was a 
fantasy, or they sold him a bill of goods on that. 
JH: Because they weren't really sending many enlistees to embassies. 
RM: No, they certainly weren't. I uh ... so.... Maybe he just felt somewhere down the line .... ! 
don't know the exact details. I remember him talking about it when I was getting a haircut. 
JH: What a chilling story. 
RM: Of course, you go in there and get your hair cut after that, and see the black ribbon 
around his son's photograph. Of course, it was bad enough for me, let alone the officers that 
had talked him into going over there. Because one of them came in when he was cutting, 
while I was getting mine cut. And you know, to a certain extent, you really had to have nerve 
to come back out and get your hair cut, I guess, to a certain extent, than if you didn't come 
back, it would be probably twice as bad. So ... they were ... they were stuck there for awhile. 
And well, at some point along the way here, and it was late '68 or early '69, because I was 
telling you about the local library, and found those files on, called the Deadline Data Files, it 
was kind of like newspaper headlines from, for various subjects, mainly countries, in historic 
order. I found ones on Vietnam. And I read them. And it was just totally mind-boggling. 
Because I hadn't been reading that much. You know, I had been reading here and there about 
what was going on with the war. But I hadn't been following it right from the beginning. And 
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even if one had, one might not have gotten, you'd had to have it all in memory, and had been 
thinking of an organized way to see what you could just see from reading the headlines and 
paper over the years, right from the beginning. And besides having this headlines thing, they 
gave a little pre-history to the thing. This is the thing that really changed my opinion about the 
war all together, more than anything did. These other things just kind of made well, human 
tragedies. But that's expected with war. But these headlines form the papers, on Vietnam, 
well, the history of Vietnam [inaudible] ... more like reading history, in a way. It was just the way 
it is, I guess. The first couple of cards just gave basic information about Vietnam. And it was a 
little bit of history, pre-history, about the 1th century, the French colonized it and the 
[inaudible]. .. 
And basically the upshot of the earlier thing, the way I saw it, was for a thousand years, even 
before we got there, they had been at war. The Chinese, or French, for a thousand years. 
You know, it's really hard to, it's kind of mind-boggling. And [inaudible] .. .for a thousand years. 
It may have been a lower scale of warfare. But. .. and the fact, well, you started getting the 
headline kind of deals after this. And you could just look at the French involvement, it was kind 
of pitiful, the way during the war, the French said, "Well, you fight against the Japanese, then 
we'll give you your freedom." And of course, the Japs, the Japanese were licked at the end of 
the war. The French gave [inaudible]........ And then the fact that they can get all this money 
from us, to help finance their war against the Vietnamese. And right after the second world 
war, and according to these newspapers, it was more money than we gave all of Europe for 
the Marshal plan. And the money we gave here for the Marshal plan actually re-built Europe. 
And said if you can give all of Europe enough money to re-build itself, then you spend twice 
that much fighting the war in Vietnam, giving the French enough money to fight the war in 
Vietnam, that's a good bit of money, I'd say. And then it pointed out very clearly so, that 
-IO-
Eisenhower and a lot of things mostly were things that came out of the Pentagon papers later 
on. But [inaudible] .... . but here they were in the headlines of the paper, that Eisenhower had, 
had chosen to, you know, support this supposed government [inaudible] .. . because he didn't 
like Ho Chi Mien. And he knew Ho Chi Mien would .. . well, just primarily because he didn't like 
Ho Chi Mien, he didn't like him leading the North. [inaudible).. . But of course, we didn't 
actually participate in the war when the French fought. And we didn't participate in peace 
talks. We kind of sat there, I think, or whatever and watched them. But there wasn't any 
agreement, the French did lose. And the North and the South were supposed to be reunited. 
And the reason they were separate at all, from my understanding, was basically because when 
the French lost, the French still had major part of the portions of the South of the country. This 
is all from the headlines, all from these headlines, things they were saying. The French still 
had the major portions of the South. And that's why there was a difference between the North 
and the South at that time, was that the French still had a little stronger control of the South 
part of the country, Southern part of the country, and the war was slowly leaving, I guess. And 
[inaudible] .... it was only supposed to last between four and five years, and then would be 
[inaudible] 
JH: It was .. . [inaudible] .... 
RM: I don't know who was in charge at that time. I can't remember exactly. But it, as it was ... 
JH: Like you said, basically it was a puppet. 
RM: Yes, well, I shouldn't say that word. Puppet came later. It was just an [inaudible] ... ! would 
use the word "puppet" after ... .we started supporting that government in the South and told 
them not to go ahead and have the elections, you know, that we were going to help reunite the 
North and the South. And in a sense, the word election was not even being used there. 
Because, to my understanding [inaudible) ... detail that I don't understand. But this is what 
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came across to me reading these headlines. Which really to me just kind of [inaudible) ... . And 
you can't deny the fact that Eisenhower said no, I don't like Ho Chi Mien, so I'm going to 
support this government in the South. And [inaudible) ... . since we started supporting this 
government in the South, which I guess in a sense, became [inaudible]. .. . If we had 
supported the government in the South, and they had elections, it would have 
dissolved ..... [inaudible). .. any life of its own, if we had supported it. 
JH: Most likely Ho Chi Mien would have left it. 
RM: That's right. And just because of the fact he was a communist, or he'd been getting help 
from the communists, we wouldn't help him. But who else was he going to get help from? 
JH: That's right. 
RM: Because we were supporting the French to fight that war. And that's the thing I saw, that 
they weren't primarily communists, as such. Also, the other thing was they were just getting 
money to get [inaudible].... And I think they would have [inaudible] ... but I don't think they 
would have been party line communists, as such, necessarily. Well, I just felt that we were 
forcing the issue, and creating these .... this is the first time [inaudible) ... .forcing the issue to 
the point of creating these heavy loaded kind of type [inaudible 
JH: Setting up confrontations. 
RM: We were setting up this confrontation well, that's probably not .... We were forcing the 
issue of creating these regimes, that we were going to be purely communists. 
[inaudible] ... support from communist countries. I think if we had not supported France, and 
allowed them to have their freedom, they would have been [inaudible] .. . Chinese communists, 
rather than getting aid from them. And at that point, we would have came in, aided them, and 
then fight against the Chinese communist. Because the Chinese communists didn't have any 
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weapons or anything, at this time, they just had a lot of people. Of course, we had just gotten 
out of Korea, and we didn't want to do that kind of thing right away. So it was easier to, I 
know ... l'm sorry. But I guess we had Korea at the same time the French were fighting the 
Vietnamese, more or less. 
JH: We got out in '53, then the French were coming out in '54, something like that. 
RM: And I guess we were engaged with Korea [inaudible] ... involved with Vietnam at that time. 
And so we had [inaudible] .... 
JH: Yes, by that time ... l think we were supporting it. .. we were paying for 80% of the French 
war by that time anyway. So you can just imagine [inaudible]. ... 
RM: But in any case, those files really [inaudible]. .. against the war . ....... 
END OF SIDE ONE - BEGIN SIDE 2 
RM: [inaudible] ... in light of the stupidity of why we got involved in the first place. Which is a lot 
of talk. [inaudible] ..... It just seemed to me, like I say, if we had used a little bit of logic, we could 
have been in there and been on their side and against the Chinese, that we didn't like, either. 
JH: And [inaudible] ... disappointment. 
RM: That's right. That was one of the things that was in those Deadline Data Files, too, that 
Ho Chi Mien was asking Eisenhower for help. And Eisenhower just flat out rejected him. And 
so, it was not that they, we didn't have a chance. Even early on. I mean, Ho Chi Mien was 
willing to forget that we helped the French, to a certain extent. It could have been so different. 
I just don't understand the whole logic there. Anyway, I was living in Anapolis, not very far 
from D.C. itself. And so, I was making a lot of trips down there and at this time, the anti-war 
thing was really getting hot and heavy. 
JH: Just for a second ... did you have a lot of ... l mean, pretty much free time? I know you're 
still in the Navy. But did you have time .. .. ? 
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RM: Yeah, we had your afternoons and your weekends. Except occasionally when we had a 
duty weekend. They were your own. 
JH: So you were free to travel? 
RM: Yes. And we'd take leave occasionally, of course. But I went to O.C. almost every 
weekend, to see the museums or something. But then, [inaudible) ... they had a big office 
maybe five or six blocks from the White House. I forget exactly how far it was. But I started 
dropping by there and attending a few of their meetings. And there was a 
[inaudible) .. . somewhat in the background, [inaudible] .... that WSA, Workers to Social Alliance, 
or other versions, student versions, called (JH: SOS?) no, no, no, no. SOS was totally 
different. 
JH: Oh, you mean a student version of the WSA? 
RM: Yes. I think it was SAS, or something. I don't know. Anyway, the socialist...were trying, 
when I went down a few times, they were trying to get me to join their group. And I didn't like 
this. 
JH: Student Workers Alliance? 
RM: Yes, that may be it. Okay, that sounds good. It doesn't make any difference, because I 
didn't join the student thing. It was just another name for the same group, for students, I 
guess. And I think they were just trying to get a large membership and they were using the 
student [inaudible) .... in the war, as a kind of membership drive group. And they were trying to 
control the mobilization committee in the war. [inaudible]. ... 
And they were planning the meeting, the student mobilization committee, they were planning a 
meeting ahead of time, what they were going to run through and everything [inaudible] .... I 
went to the meeting later. And they were running the meeting. But I didn't like them at all , in a 
sense, they were just as corrupt as the other politicians. (JH: Really?) It was just a little 
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political click. They were interested in having power and interested in having, you know, 
authority in their own little group. And it turned me off totally. But still, there was enough 
people in the student mobilization committee that were just there to help end the war early, and 
just try to get troops for this socialist group. None of the real radical groups belonged to this 
group, to my knowledge. Wl1at they did, they were helping in a normal way, rather than trying 
to recruit, like the socialist workers party were. Because [inaudible] .. that may have been some 
of the people there. Had to me, some.... SOS at that time, was slightly radical. So I think 
they'd been in with a peace group like that. ... . [inaudible]. ... just keeping their eyes on what was 
going on. 
JH: Were the [inaudible]. ... SOS? 
RM: Yes. [inaudible-5 min of tape)..... I'm surprised I didn't watch t. v. all those years. But 
anyway, I'm still in the service at this time. I was kind of turning against the war. I don't 
know ..... l don't know, I started .... ! figured I'd become a little more active. 
[inaudible] .. .. newspaper of, I was going to call it the [inaudible]. .... ... . 
and I got some, when I came home on leave one time, I got some material, like a gelatin, and 
you could lay a [inaudible) ... .. you could make copies off of it [inaudible)..at least a couple 
hundred copies. And eventually, it would fade away. [inaudible]. ..... 
And I started publishing a little paper. I didn't really distribute it that much. I think it was just 
kind of something to do or whatever. It was, the good [inaudible] .... on three issues. One was 
four pages and it was folded, and one was one page, and I think one was a two-page deal. 
JH: [inaudible]. .. called it. ... ? 
RM: .... American Ideals. I don't have any more copies. Well, the thing is, I had so mich junk at 
various times, as a student, I moved around so much right after I came home, that my notes on 
philosophy and other stuff, were starting to crowd them out. So I just threw all this junk away 
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one time. I don't know why. But I did. And then the fact I threw away my copy of, another 
thing I did at this time, was, this was '69, and there was this full page ad in the New York 
Times, [inaudible]..... And I signed that, too. 
JH: This was all service? 
RM: Uh-huh. And I signed that, too. And uh, [inaudible] ... Naval Academy, because in terms of 
where I was [inaudible] 
housed on the academy grounds. I lived off base. And bought my own. I lived off base on my 
own. We were allowed to, since the housing situation was weird. 
JH: Now, was your paper basically an anti-war paper? 
RM: Yes. The uh, the mobilization committee in the war put out a sort of like a news service 
for veterans. It was, had a thing called, I think it was the Service Newsletter. It was like a 
small pamphlet of about oh, maybe an 8 x 10, or 81/2 x 11 size piece of paper. 
[inaudible]. .. source that you could use. And uh, it was, I think it was written by other veterans 
that. ... well, this is where I really learned a lot more about the war first hand, rather than 
reading, or watching t. v. Of course, a lot of this had probably been on t. v. It was, there was 
one big article on Hamburger Hill. It was some hill that the soldiers just kept taking over and 
over again. And then next when we took it, we actually took this one hill, we just deserted it 
again. And the Vietnamese came back and took it over again, because we had left it totally 
undefended, you know, we didn't leave anybody there. Then we decided to attack it again, 
because they had it. And they just took it over and over again. [inaudible] ... to take it. Because 
you had, you know, you had run up a hill. And [inaudible] .... soldiers were being butchered 
outright, left and right, by trying to take this hill. And then leave it totally undefended again, so 
they could take it over again, so they could get attacked again. The senselessness of that 
kind of operation just boggled my mind. And there were other stories in there very similar to 
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that. It just didn't make no sense at all, no matter whose military you belonged to. I mean, it 
just doesn't make sense to, you know, if you're going to take it, you should take it and keep it. 
JH: Was this, the one you mentioned in the New York Times, was strictly not sent in by service 
personnel... . Is this .. .. [inaudible]. .. political war? 
RM: I don't know. I think everyone probably can't, I can't speak for others. This is my own 
personal conscience coming to the surface here. A lot of other people's conscience 
[inaudible] ..... .. . 
JH: And it was not being fought to be won. It was not, it was unjust, on top of that. 
[inaudible]. .. .. .. . First of all, it wasn't being fought to be won. And then it was not being, 
shouldn't have been fought in the first place, because it was unjust. And that's 
[inaudible] ... that we were not trying to win. And then, of course, the thing that goes along with 
of those, you know, a lot of people [inaudible]. .. no reason whatsoever. And we are among 
those, being in the service, there's still the possibility of going over there. After I left dental 
school and well, still in dental school in San Diego, I still had a chance to go over there. 
Because some on the dental crew, about thirty people, had to go to Vietnam as a medic. And 
some volunteered. You see in a John Wayne movie, [inaudible]. ... ... hey, it could have been 
me that volunteered. [inaudible] 
just to help me be more aware of what was going on, I guess, or to the extent of feeling guilty 
about maybe not going over there and being there. But in any case, that newsletter, that 
service newsletter, if I didn't use a lot of it, I read it all, of course. And then in '69, in 
November, when they had the big demonstration in D.C., I took leave, annual leave there, and 
went to the demonstration. And stayed at, some of the servicemen got to stay at some church 
in Georgetown free, and we slept on the floor. And the next morning we ate breakfast with this 
big politician that was taking part in this deal. It was exciting to see Eugene McCarthy at the 
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time. [chuckles] He came in and sat down beside me for breakfast. 
JH: Did you talk to him? 
RM: I got to, well, [inaudible] .... 
JH: Clean Gene. 
RM: Yeah, Clean Gene. [inaudible] ... at this point. 
JH: Were there a lot of military people at that demonstration? 
RM: Yeah, the night before, we went on a candlelight vigil from I guess, over across the river, 
near, I guess it was near, across the river from the Pentagon. A couple of miles holding a 
candle. Everyone did. It was like a huge string of people. It wasn't all military. But 
[inaudible] .... one time. And they were a fairly good number of people, for that type of march. 
They told us ahead of time that if you wanted [inaudible] .. . march at the same time. 
JH: Was this the demonstration that there were, that marched past the White House and 
President Nixon was watching football at the time ..... ? 
RM; It was a couple of days after. No, I think it was in May. I think that was in May of the year 
coming up. Now, on this demonstration, the White House was ringed by buses. There were 
buses completely around the White House. Huge big buses, covering every side of the White 
House. I mean, [inaudible]. .. barricade. And uh ... and we went up across the road carrying the 
candle to the, up to the steps of the capitol building. And you had a name around your neck of 
somebody who had died in Vietnam, one of the 50,000 that had died in Vietnam at that time. 
And they took the plaque, with his name and put it in a coffin up there. And the next day, the 
coffins were carried in, from the capitol building down to the Washington Monument area, for 
the big ... [inaudible]. ... those things were heavy. Paper weighs a lot, let me tell you. Especially 
since they're only about six of them, and you have about 50,000 names. There was a lot of 
names in those things. They were super heavy. [inaudible]. .... Anyway, he went down there, 
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and of course, [inaudible]..... ... It was freezing that day. It was freezing cold that day. And 
we sat around on the ground and listened to the speakers and what-have-you. Your favorite 
SOS, as you mentioned awhile ago, were out there jumping up and down together, saying, 
"Ho, Ho, Ho Chi Mien" [inaudible].. .. And there were a bunch of plain clothes people around. 
JH: National Liberation? 
RM: Yeah, there were a bunch of plain clothes people walking around asking opinions. 
forget, there was this one guy asking me about [inaudible] ... ! didn't really have anything to say. 
I forget what he asked exactly. 
JH: Were you in uniform? 
RM: No, no, no. I wouldn't wear it. I wouldn't wear it, even if it wasn't a anti-war .. . just. .. l hate 
the Navy uniforms, those baggy bell bottom deals. Nobody was in uniform. I think it was just a 
matter [inaudible]. .... anyway. I had the chance, about two months earlier, before I done the 
anti-war thing, of going to the Rose Garden ceremony for Nixon's giving somebody a medal. 
And I kind of refused. I mean, it was just a few months before I started getting the anti-war 
fever, you know, with the newspaper and everything. The only reason I refused was I had to 
wear a uniform. If I hadn't had to wear a uniform, I would have probably went. But of course, 
then you had to have nicely shined shoes, too. [inaudible]. .. ! should have done it, though, just 
for the fun of doing it, even though it was Nixon! [laughter] 
JH: [inaudible] 
RM: No, I wasn't really that [inaudible] ... ! think this was early in '68 when I first got out of the 
Naval Academy. Well, the march of '69 was really the high point of the protest against the 
war, I think for the whole country and for myself, as well. It just kind of really peaked after that. 
A budget cut came along and I got out of the service about four months early. But then I had 
been in four months early because of the Dwight thing, program. And I don't know if that was 
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the reason they let me go, or because of rny anti-war feelings or what exactly. 
JH: I was going to say, what was it like being an anti-war activist? 
RM: Well, it got really bad. They weren't too happy about the fact that I signed that New York 
Times thing. But they didn't take, they didn't take any actions against anybody, because 
[inaudible\. 
JH: This is at the Naval Academy? 
RM: Right. Well, this is the war overall, I heard. [inaudible] It would have raised too many 
questions. It would have made too much publicity, more for the subject. And uh, so they didn't 
take any action whatsoever. When I did leave the base, finally, you know, when I was actually 
leaving, I had an honorable discharge. [inaudible]. .. As far as I was concerned, that was a 
[inaudible] ... honorable thing to do. Because here I was, a member of the military. I should 
have a right to speak out against the war, probably more than other people. It took me awhile. 
In December of '69, I finally went to send out one of those Christmas cards that said, "End the 
war now," and had a helmet on the front and a rifle. It took me a long while to, I was still kind 
of conservative, [inaudible] ... . saying, "Well, let's be reasonable, and we have to withdraw, and 
we have to do something to kind of steady our .. .. [inaudible] .... " I think it took all of this 
pressure before Nixon did finally decide to wind the war down. I think he just didn't want to 
look like he was bound under pressure. But I think he did eventually [inaudible] ... to pressure. 
Because I guess it could have gone on for a lot longer. I don't remember what was on Nixon's 
mind when he finally did wind it down. Or was it that we just...if he was just trying to do it 
super-slowly or that he finally realized it was a waste of money or what. I guess our withdrawal 
kind of slowly, from Vietnam, was a kind of a geometric progression that was slow at first. 
Then finally, we got really fast, until at the very end we just kind of, what was left of, you know, 
people that had pulled out that one day. 
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JH: Almost like a panic at the end. (RM: Yes) Or almost was a panic. 
RM: But it was a lot easier to ... you know, it was like ... you could root for the Vietnamese more 
after we were through. You could root for them with a clear conscience, I should say. Before 
we withdrew, it really [inaudible].... but you kept saying, you had this agony going on about 
here we are involved, and I can't really, you know, just be all out for the enemy. But at the 
same time, realizing that we were doing the right thing. And that was, that was a real. .. ! think 
that's the thing that probably motivated people, just that, that inner conflict of, you know, we 
are involved and we can't be for the other side, but yet, we realize that we're wrong. And after 
we did get out, it was [inaudible] ... And of course, I get out of the seNice in '70, January of 
'70, and after this, it's great fun, after we didn't withdraw at the end, to watch the progress of 
the Vietnamese against the regime of the South. And you could easily tell that the regime of 
the South was going to lose. Especially after they started having problems after problems. I 
hate to use the word North, because I really don't think there was a division to the North and 
South. [inaudible] ... there were so many people in the South that were really, in a sense, the 
Viet Cong, or the enemy, so to speak, that they counted .... They were just, you know, it's 
[inaudible]. .. military support to stay in existence, until it stopped getting support. Because 
there just seemed to be a [inaudible]..... You know, if something has support, they'll be 
enough people to get on band wagons to do it, to keep it alive. Kind of the status quo kind of 
thing. When that support leaves, and there's no support there, its' going to definitely fail. 
JH: It was just a matter of months, wasn't it, that... .. ? 
RM: I can't remember now. The vice-president now is, has been doing .... [inaudible] 
JH: Where did you go after the seNice? 
RM: I came home. I came home first. [inaudible] 
.. .. I came home right first. And I had a bunch of anti-war posters at the time. One 
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[inaudible] .... Russian symbols. I had these up in my room when I came home. My father saw 
them and he's terribly dictorial, extremely dictorial, always has been. And uh, he came 
downstairs and said, "What are those pictures doing on the wall?" And I think he came 
downstairs only to draw me upstairs so he could, so he could tear them down in front of me. 
And then [inaudible] .. . packed up everything that day and went back to Annapolis and stayed a 
few months. I knew some people there, so I stayed and tried to find a job for awhile. And I 
then I came back home, went to Marshall. Oh, he wasn't.. .my parents just don't know 
anything about these things. Their opinions are so stereotypic, it's unbelievable. It's, a lot of 
people seems like, they really, they knew what they knew. But their opinions were just that, 
opinions molded by popular opinion. They didn't really have anything of their own. That's 
what I meant by know. They didn't really seek and try to understand what was going on. And 
most people didn't really want to know what was going on. They uh, it just seems this country, 
that people take an opinion just to be part of an opinion on something. So that when they 
have, it's like a [inaudible] .. . basketball game, almost. [inaudible] .... yeah, yeah, yeah, I'm 
patriotic. And that was that. 
JH: Yeah, that was the sign of patriotism. Backing the governments policy. That was it. Oh, 
you went back to school here? 
RM: Oh, yeah. 
JH: Did you have GI benefits? 
RM: I went into philosophy. Dr. [inaudible] ..... I don't know, I'm glad I went into philosophy, 
because I think I'm good in it. But it [inaudible] ..... I should have taken a double major in art. 
But I heard the art department here wasn't any good. So I never really took any classes. But I 
did then and do now, have a natural talent of my own, I really didn't need the classes. 
[inaudible] .. . silk screens and stuff, I learned on my own, too. The classes are good 
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sometimes. But I still may take one or two one of these days. 
JH: Oh, you don't take art classes? 
RM: I never have, no. 
JH: Did you get a degree in philosophy? 
RM: Mmm-hmm. 
JH: When was that? About '75? 
RM: Seventy-seven. And [inaudible]. .. work since. 
JH: Just working work here and there? I know you worked for the swim team. 
RM: Yeah, that and the track team. [inaudible] .... speaking of that, for the tape. [inaudible]. ... 
JH: I promise I'll look for that. There's so much garbage around that house. 
RM: That's about all I have to add in here. [inaudible] ... really late into the war, I must say, in 
terms of.. ... [inaudible] 
I don't like to use the word history, because overall history always has a slant or bias. Not to 
say [inaudible]. .... 
basic statement of what's happened. 
JH: The media or ..... 
RM: Yeah. Well, most of the ones who were real commentaries, were just statements about 
what certain people did. [inaudible] ..... data file ...... ... . 
END OF INTERVIEW 
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